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XLI. Obfervations on the Effects of the Vitram
Antimonii ceratum, 4y Mon/. Geoffroy, of
the Royal Academy of Sciences, and
F. R.S. Tranflated from the French by
Tho. Stack, M.D. F.R. S.

Read O&. 31. HIS medicine, the preparation of

175t which was firft publithed in the
Edinburgh Medical Effays, is made by mixing an
ounce of the glafs of antimony in powder with a
drachm of yellow wax. This mixture is kept in an
iron ladle over a flow clear charcoal-fire about half an
hour, taking care to flir it continually with an iron
fpatula until the wax is confumed, and ceafes to
emit fumes. Such is the procefs of the preparation,
publithed in the Edinburgh E/ffays.

In the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences
for the year 1745, I gave the detail of this opera-
tion, with fome remarks on the changes, which wax
may occafion in the glafs of antimony.

Of all the preparations of glafs of antimony this is
doubtlefs the moft perfect; for it is infinitely fupe-
rior to the chyliffa of Hartman. This chylifia is
nothing more than a glafs of antimony well pounded,
and opened by acids, and then digefted in {pirit of
wine impregnated with maftic; which never can co-
ver the particles of this glafs with coats of equal im-
penetrability with thofe form’d by wax bituminized
by burning.

This medicine fucceéeds equally in bloody-fluxes,
diarhcea’s, fimple loofenefles, quartan agues, even
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thz moft obftinate, and in certain cafes of the fluor
albus.

It muft be given with caution, beginning with =
very {mall dofe, as one, two, or three grains, efpe-
cially when it has been levigated again after its cal-
cination : and thus it may be fafely given to children,
and even to pregnant women.

In giving it to robuft perfons, I always began by
a fmall dofe, as 4 or § grains, which I gradually in~
creafed to 18, according to the effetts produced by
lefs confiderable dofes. This medicine, which fome-
times vomits or purges, fometimes alfo cures, efpe-
cially in robuft conftitutions, without producing any
vifible effe&.

By gradually increafing the dofe of this medicine,
I have givenas far 24 as grains at a time, which had
no other effe&®, but to procure two or three mode-~
rate ftools the next day: but in this cafe it would be
imprudent to continue its ufe without interruption ;
becaufe, as it paffes flowly, the dofe may poflibly
unite with the firft at the time, that it begins to ope-
rate ; and thefe two dofes thus joined might caufe a
fuperpurgation, which is always to be dreaded.

I thould never have ventured to give this medicine
to pregnant women, if chance had not convinced me,
that it is not more dangerous for them than for
others, when given with caution. For, among fe-
veral women, whom I cured of bloody-fluxes with
this medicine, there were fome, that were aCtually
with child, and did not know it themf{elves, at the
time of their taking it. ‘They were all cured; and
no accident happen’d to any of them, I
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In purfuance of this obfervation, I thought I might
try it, with all imaginable precautions, even on fuck-
ing children. In the mean time I was very attentive
to the effe&t of the medicine. When the firft dofe
vomited or purged fufficiently, I did not increafe the
fecond. Sometimes I diminifhed it, or even totally
laid it afide for fome days.

When this medicine produces nothing more than
keckings at ftomach, and a plentiful expectoration
of thick flime, the dofe may be fafely increafed half
a grain or a grain every day. And this flight aug-
mentation of the dofe does not hinder the effe® of
the medicine from diminifhing, in proportion as the
patient comes nearer a perfect cure.

When the patient has been purged too violently
by one of the firft dofes of this medicine, which are
always fmall, it is a proof of the weaknefs of the
patient ; and then I give it to him but every fecond
or third day. The diftance of time obferved between
the dofes of this medicine makes it operate lefs
brifkly, and more equally.

When the vitrum antimonii ceratum vomits, the
patient is to drink warm water at every motion.

When the dyfenteric flux is attended with fharp
pains in the abdomen, with heat and tenfion, the wvz-
trum antimonii is not to be given, till the pains are
removed by emollient clyfters, and other proper re-
medies.

I have not obferved any difference in the effeé@s of
this medicine, whether the patient had, or had not,
been bled or purged ; whether the difeafe were re-
cent, or of long ftanding ; whether in fine it were at-
tended with a fever, or not. They were all cured
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equally well ; agreeable to what is faid in the Edin-
burgh obfervations.

The vitrum antimonii ceratum is a good febrifuge.
Three or four days ufe of this medicine generally
fuffices for removing the fever accompanying diar-
rheea’s, loofenefles, &'c. But, in order to its hav-
ing this effe, it muft either purge or vomit the pa-
tient ; otherwife it cures the loofenefs, but the fever
continues, and requires a very long ufe of the medi-
cine to cure it. When it operates in a fenfible man-
ner, it gencrally gives the patient an appetite, when
he is near being cured: but the weaknefs of his fto-
mach does not allow his giving way to it, without
running great rifks.

When this remedy operates a cure without pro-
ducing any vifible effects, it would be dangerous to
incre fe the dofe till it caufes evacuations : for, unlefs
the patient be of a ftrong conftitution, you endanger
the bringing on a hypercatharfis.

Moreover I have obferved, that the finenefs of the
powder has a great influence on the manner of its
operation. - That, which is very fine, is ' much more
active, than that which is fomewhat lefs fo: for ex-
ample, a grain of the vitrum antimonii ceratum re-
duced to-a very fine powder will have more force and
aCtion, than two grains of the fame glafs reduced to
a powder fomewhat lefs fine. Wherefore I always
preferr’d the firft fort, as productive of more certain
effects, and lefs incommoding the ftomach.

The vegetable acids develope and increafe the
emetic quality of this medicine to fuch a degree,
that you would always put the patient’s life, who
takes it, in great danger, if you did not abfotl_utte}g
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forbid him the ufe of acid fruits, and aliments, that
are liable to turn four, as mitk, wine, &',

This medicine fucceeds equally well in uterine eva-
cuations. In thefe cafes it muft be continued 15 or
20 days, giving it every other day, according to the
patient’s ftrength, or the quantity given at a dofe.

With this medicine alone I have likewife cured a
girl of eighteen, who had the fluor albus abundantly
from the age of twelve. At firft I gave her three
dofes for three days together. The firft dofe was
half a grain, the fecond a grain, and the third a grain
and half. The two firft made her vomit very gently,
but the third purged her plentifully. After fome days
of reft I repeated the fame three dofes. During this
time the difcharge was much greater than ufual, and
it changed colour feveral times. At the end of eight
days the patient had her courfes in larger quantities
than ordinary. Some days after her courfes were

over, the fluor albus appeared again, but was much
diminifh’d ; and by continuing to give the fame cofes
of this medlcme every week for two months, the
patient was perfe&ly cured.

In obftinate quartan intermittents, which had re-
fifted the moft powerful febrifuges, I have given this
medicine on the two days of intermiffion, omitting it
the day of the paroxyfm ; and continuing it thus,
and increafing the dofe very gradually, the paroxyfms
grew confiderably weaker ; and generally the fourth
did not return. ‘The patients, whom I cured in this
manner near a vear ago, have never had the leaft re-
turn of the fever.

Excepting in the cafes of fevers, all the patients,
who ufed the vitrum antimonii ceratum, drank ha-
bitually of a ptifan made with rice, oatmeal, or
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hartthorn. Thefe ptifans prevent the pains of the
ftomach, which this medicine fometimes occafions.

I have always given this medicine in a bolus in-
corporated with the bitter extralls, or cordial eletua-
ries ; by which method we partly guard againft the
pains of the ftomach. Great care ought to be taken,
not to make it up with conferves or fyrups of acid
fruits, for the reafons already given.

I'amin hopes, that, notwithftanding the prejudice,
which prevails againft this preparation, it will be
ufed with fuccefs in all the -cafes above-mentiond ;
provided attention be given to the obfervations, which
I have made in this paper. And it is to Dr. Pringle
that we are indebted for an excellent medicine,
which may be brought into familiar ufe, if pcople
accuftom themfelves to adminifter it with prudence.

XLIL Extract of a Letter from John Brown-
ing Efg; of Barton-Hill #ear Briftol, 2o
Mpr. Henry Baker, F. R. S. concerning a
Dwarf. |

Dear Sir, Barton-Hill, Sept. 12, 1751,

Read Nov. 7,7 AM juft returned from Briftol, wherel

175t I have feen an extraordinary young man,
whofe cafe is very furprifing. He is thewn publicly
for money, and therefore I fend you the printed bill,
which is given about to bring company; and alfo a
true copy of a certificate from the minifter of the
parith, where he was baptized, together with the

atteftation of feveral of the meighbours of great credg
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